
DECEMBER 2011 

Date 18
th
 December 2011 

Attention of : - Mr R. OôRegan : Head Teacher 
 
Dear Sir 

HELP PROVIDED BY PUPILS OF ALDER SCHOOL  
TO WERNETH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

The committee of Werneth Community Centre  wish you to put on record our sincere thanks for all the help and as-
sistance the following four pupils provided at the events we held on the 16

th
 and 17

th
 December 2011 at the centre. 

 

¶ Emma Clegg 

¶ Rachael Swindells 

¶ Elinor Fyfe 

¶ Jessica Maden 
 
They are a credit to themselves and to the school. 
Kind regards 
 

Chris Skidmore - Secretary  

Alder Community High School 

Alder Express 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year 

from all the staff at 

Alder 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcome to our Christmas newsletter; what a busy term it has been!  We have 
plenty of news to report and I hope that you enjoy reading this newsletter.  Again 
this term there have been many fundraising activities for Children in Need and for 
The Christie hospital.  Our non uniform day on the last day of term raised money for 
Ψ²ƘŜƴ ¸ƻǳ ²ƛǎƘ ¦Ǉƻƴ ! {ǘŀǊΩΣ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛŎƪ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
there is plenty to read about and we have a few outstanding students signed up 
with professional football clubs.  There is plenty to celebrate in school and only this 
week our Year 8 girls became Tameside champions at Netball and the Year 9 girls 
were runners up.   We look forward to more sporting success in the New Year. 
 
²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǊ Ψ/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлммΩ ǘƻ ŀ D/{9 ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳπ
ber; it was so nice to celebrate the achievements of the year group that had just left 
us.  Also this year the Hyde Bangladeshi Welfare Association (HBWA) hosted an 
event at the end of November at the Village Hotel, Hyde, to celebrate the achieve-
ments of students from all communities in Tameside.  As a teacher there is nothing 
more satisfying than seeing young people achieving and moving on to the next 
stage of their lives and knowing that you have contributed to that success. 
 
I do hope that you have a peaceful and restful Christmas and look forward to seeing 
all the students back in school at 8.20am on Monday, 9th January 2012. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ hΩwŜƎŀƴ 
Head teacher 



FAO  -  The Headmaster  
From  -  Christina Howard The Secretary of The R.B.L Hyde Branch  
 
hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ w.[ ŀƴŘ {{!C! Ƴŀȅ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ Ψ¢I!bY ¸h¦Ω ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƻ ²²мм 5ǳƴƪƛǊƪ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴ WƻƘƴ .ƻƭǘƻƴ 
O.B.E and to SSAFA Officer Patrick Dawson, the Divisional Tameside 
Secretary.  (SSAFA --Soldiers-Sailors-Airforce Families Association.) 
 
We were surprisingly very impressed with your well behaved students, 
not only in their excellent manners but in the way they were very      
attentive to our Speakers. This was especially more then I dreamed of 
for 91 yr old John, The Vice President of The RBL, who was treated with 
the great respect he deserved and who enjoyed recounting his experiences as he is also a famous          
historian and author. 
 
We hope it was helpful, in particular for your student named Anton who, we were told, is trying to work 
on a community project for his Princes Trust Qualifications. 
 
²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ с ȅǊǎ 
in WW2, and, after surviving Dunkirk, was sent to India-Egypt- Greece-Italy and Germany.  Also served 
ǳƴŘŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ²²н ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ w!C ϧ bŀǾȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ      
Policeman who guarded Rupert Hess, The Nazi.  Also I am in touch with recently wounded veterans who 
would offer their services to talk should you want them. 
 
Also we very much enjoyed meeting your RAF Cadets who were very impressive. 
 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ aŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Fashion Designer of Golf wear and with 25 yrs experience working with Top USA & European Clothing 
Manufactures, but I have found in the local schools and colleges students were very wild, with                
ǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŀōƭŜ ǘŀƴǘǊǳƳǎΤ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎΣ ȅŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘΣ    
conducted themselves with rare adult manners and courtesy. 
 
9ǾŜƴ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΤ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ 
they are a credit to their Head and Teachers.  Now I devote my life to The RBL and to The SSAFA PR      
Officer for Greater Manchester and Tameside.  
 
Should you wish Good Media PR, I believe Seamus Mannion and the teachers took a video of us with An-
ton and The RAF Cadets, from which a photo could be used.  If you email this with a press-release of what 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǎŀƛŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊΤ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ -    
tamesideadvertiser@menmedia for the attention of journalist Sue Carr who knows of our visit.  You may 
ǉǳƻǘŜ Ψ!ƭŘŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀƛŘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ w.[ ϧ {{!C! ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ w.ƭ IȅŘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
Christina Howard of The Hyde branch and SSAFA Tameside Secretary Patrick Dawson with Special Guest 
of Honour WW2 Veteran 91 yr old John Bolton OBE. 
 
hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩΦ 

ALDER EXPRESS 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM RBL & SSAFA  
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MEETING WITH WW2 VET ERAN JOHN BOLTON MBE   
This event was organised by the Year 11 Princeôs 
Trust group. Students from History GCSE, Princeôs 
Trust and some of our RAF Cadets attended a  
presentation by Mr Bolton on his experiences    
during the Dunkirk Evacuation and the rest of 
WW2. Year 11 student, Anton Dunn made contact 
with the Royal British Legion to ask if somebody 
would be able to come into school as part of the 
Princeôs Trust Community Project he is currently 
working towards. Patrick Dawson from Tameside 
SAAFA who helps resettle ex-servicemen and 
women also gave a presentation on their work in 
the Tameside area. 
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MATHS NEWS  

Mr Muddiman was delighted with the hard work put in by the Year 11 students who 

formed two new classes in maths in order to prepare for a re -sit examination in           

November. The students focussed extremely well on the C grade topics of which they 

need a good understanding in order to achieve that grade at GCSE. 

 

Many students spent extra time in the Maths  Department at dinner times and after school 

practising examination questions and everyone has their fingers crossed for a good set of 

results when they come out in January. 

The maths department have been trying out a new and exciting website called MangaHigh.com where 
students are able to ólearn through doing.ô Students are challenged by their teacher to achieve either 
Bronze, Silver or Gold medals by answering enough questions correctly to move from easy, medium, 
hard and óextremeô questions in order to score more and more points. Students from Years 7 to 11 
have been able to tackle many different topics in this way, and it has been a positive experience for 
both the students and the staff.  
 

Also there also fun games where, for example, students need to answer addition and subtraction   
questions quickly in order to defend a city from invading robots, and where more correct answers lead 
to more options for what to blast the robots with!  
 

Top performers so far have been Tony Jones, Will Thompstone,  Matthew Armstrong, Melissa Moss, 
Jonny Ramsey (all Year 11) and Owen Vuijk (Year 8).  Harry Stoll has been the top óRobot Blasterô so 
far, with a massive 30,425 points at the time of writing!  
 

There is a link to MangaHigh on the school website; on the Department page for Mathematics. All    

students have a user name and password, and if they have not used it in class yet but want to find out 

what it is, they can come to see Mr Sowler.  



Performance Evening  

Students from music, drama and dance took part in a 

performing arts evening on 6 th December.  The     

evening was filled with a selection of performances 

from students in Years 8-11 and showed the fantastic 

ability of the students in the CEA department at      

Alder.  There were two special performances from 

James Hancock in Year 11 and Mason Thomas in Year 

8 who performed their own compositions and were a 

real success with the audience.   

The CEA department would like to thank and        

congratulate all of the students who took part in the 

evening and also to all who came to support the    

evening. 

Year 10 Enrichment Day 
 

Students visited Gallery Oldham     

looking at a range of work from various 

exhibitions linked to urban and rural 

landscapes.  Students also recorded, 

through photography and sketches, in 

Oldham town centre focusing on       

architecture, shopfronts/advertising 

and people in places.  In contrast to the 

urban landscape, students were taken 

to Dovestones Reservoir in Greenfield 

to observe the differences of urban and 

rural settings (go to resources ® CEA 

®KS4 ®Y10 folder Oldham visit) 

CEA NEWS  
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Year 8 CEA Day  
 
This term students have 

been working on the 

theme of Carnival in Art, 

Drama and Music.  The 

projects from each area 

culminated involving all of 

Year 8 performing their 

drama and music work 

and participating in a    

circus workshop with Gary 

Pascoe. 
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When we went to York we had a splendid time looking around the 
town and through the cathedral with all the beautiful statues in 
there. When we looked around the cathedral we saw the stained 
glass windows and where all the priests and public would sit if they 
were having a service. We found a dragons head that had been put 
there as a sign to lower the altar. Half way through the day we went 
to the train museum which was very interesting. We got to go inside 
some of them and there was some very interesting information. There 
was so much to look at, we really enjoyed it. 
 
By Lucy Parker, Chloe Webber & Marisa Brown 

YEAR 9 TRIP TO QUARR Y BANK MILL  

 
As part of the Year 9 History curriculum we study 
the Industrial Revolution in the North West. To 
help and enrich the pupils understanding we  
offered 30 pupils the chance to visit Quarry Bank 
Mill. The pupils had a great day out seeing a   
factory and the factory processes in the cotton 
industry. Also they spent time in the apprentice 
house and the old school room. It was a pleasure 
to take them on this trip. 
 
Kim Bancroft. 

TRIP TO YORK  
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The Year 8 students were taken to York 

on a Humanities Enrichment trip. It in-

volved going to York      Minister for a 

guided tour and      exploring the Na-

tional Railway   Museum. The pupils 

had a fun day even though the weather 

tried to spoil the day! A great day out. 

 
 

Year 11 students have contributed to the 
third in the School Radioôs series about 
musical acts from Manchester. Having  
covered The Smiths and The Chameleons 
previously, the latest is all about Oasis. 
The songs are performed by James     
Hancock and Melissa Moss, and can be 
heard by heading to www.key2radio.com 
and finding Alderôs page. 

http://www.key2radio.com
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Extra Curricular Netball  
 

Well done to all of our Netball players who have represented school so far this year. There have 
been some excellent performances from each team, in particular the Year 8 & 9 teams who are 
both playing in the finals of the Tameside League at Copley on 20th December.  
 
 
 
The Year 8 Netball squad are: 
Lucy Parker (captain) 
Chloe Webber 
Abbey Daniels 
Alisha Baimbridge 
Caitlin Wilson 
Rhianne Saville 
Hannah Wright 
Tia Theakston 
Emma Bardsley 
 
 
 
Good luck to all of the girls involved in the final on Tuesday!  
 
The other students involved in leagues so far this year are:  
 

 

 
A special thanks goes to the Year 10 students who helped me to host the Year 7 league at  
Alder over the last few weeks ï I couldnôt have done it without them! 
 
Netball training starts on the Monday 16 th January in preparation for the tournaments to be  
held in March ï new and old players are welcome! 

 
Miss Hill 

Year 7 Year 9 Year 10/11 

Sarah Clegg Victoria Austin Becky Hopkins 

Alex OôMara Eleanor Maden Jess Maden 

Abbie Longmate Charlotte Monte Emma Clegg 

Emily Taggart Niesha Spence Sarah Titterington 

Destiny Satchel Yasmin Whyatt Hannah Norris 

Sarah Baimbridge Layla Whyatt Maisie Coulson 

Amelia Cowling Georgina Brooks Jasmine Mills 

Summer Clegg   Ellie Booth 

Ellie Battes   Olivia Barratt 

PE DEPARTMENT NEWS  
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YEAR 8 SOUTH LEAGUE 

YEAR 7 BOYS YEAR 8 BOYS YEAR 9 BOYS YEAR 10 BOYS YEAR 11 BOYS 
Tameside Schools South League 

v Canon Slade (friendly ) v Hyde Tech v All Saints v St Thomas More v Audenshaw 

Lost 6 - 60 won 39 - 12 won 60 - 8 won 41 - 9 won 63 -15 

v Audenshaw v St Thomas More v Hyde Tech v Denton v Astley 

  won 55 - 6 won 45 - 24 won 42 - 7 won 65 - 16 

v New Charter v Audenshaw v Audenshaw v Audenshaw v Denton 

  won 30 - 14 won 47 - 18 lost 42 - 57 won 98 - 4 

v Denton v Astley v Astley v Astley   
          

v Copley v Denton v Denton v Denton   

          

v Astley v Longdendale       

  won 20 - 0 forfeit       

England Schools Cup 

    GM Schools Cup North West Pool 3 GM Schools Cup 

    Mon. 23rd January v Audenshaw Thurs. 26th January 

    Amaechi Centre   Amaechi Centre 

      v St Peter's R.C.   

          

      v Urmston Grammar   

      lost 18 - 61   

  school played won draw lost 
Points 

for  

Points 

against 

Points 
difference 

points 

1st Alder 4 4 0 0 144 32 +112 12 

2nd Astley 2 2 0 0 38 12 +26 6 

3rd Audenshaw 3 2 0 1 54 48 +14 6 

4th Denton 2 1 0 1 32 18 +14 3 

5th Hyde 2 1 0 1 32 39 -7 3 

6th St Thomas More 3 1 0 2 44 75 -31 3 

7th Longdendale 6 0 0 6 0 120 -120 0 

YEAR 9 SOUTH LEAGUE 

  school played won draw lost 
Points 

for  

Points 

against 

Points 
difference 

points 

1st Alder 3 3 0 0 152 50 +102 9 

2nd Audenshaw 3 2 0 1 80 67 +13 6 

3rd Astley 3 1 1 1 47 35 +12 4 

4th Hyde 3 1 0 2 58 76 -18 3 

5th Denton 2 0 1 1 21 58 -37 1 

6th All Saints 2 0 0 2 8 80 -72 0 



YEAR 10 SOUTH LEAGUE 

  school played won draw lost Points 
For 

Points 

against 

Points 
difference 

points 

1st Audenshaw 3 3 0 0 143 77 +66 9 

2nd Alder 3 2 0 1 130 68 +62 6 

3rd Denton 2 1 0 1 37 50 -13 3 

4th St Thomas More 2 0 0 2 35 89 -54 0 

5th Astley 2 0 0 2 12 95 -83 0 

YEAR 11 SOUTH LEAGUE 

  school played won draw lost Points 
for  

Points 

against 

Points 
difference 

points 

1st Alder 3 3 0 0 227 55 +172 9 

2nd Audenshaw 2 1 0 1 80 103 -23 3 

3rd Astley 3 1 0 2 88 126 -48 3 

4th Denton 2 0 0 2 20 130 -110 0 

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ /ǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YŜȅ {ǘŀƎŜ о ǘŜŀƳ ƻƴ 
Tuesday 24th January 2012 and for the Key Stage 4 team on Tuesday, 31st January 
2012.  Both competitions will take place at Belle Vue Leisure Centre however both 
teams will have to beat Denton Community College in January to be given the 
chance to represent Tameside at these competitions.   
 
Basketball for girls is becoming more and more popular each year and we hope 
that our girls will start to emulate the success that the boys have had in Basketball 
in recent years!  Training takes place every Friday from 2.45 pm to 4.00 pm and we 
now have a dedicated coaching team, Tom Partridge and Jordan Haslam-Sanha in 
Year 10, coaching and managing both squads.  

We now have a very successful Volleyball Club running every Thursday after school 
ŦǊƻƳ о ǇΦƳΦ ǘƻ п ǇΦƳΦ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƛǘȅ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳōΩǎ        
Community programme.   
Tameside Volleyball Club coach Thomas Atkinson has been coaching students of all 
ages to help improve the standard of our teams and to improve the GCSE grades of 
some of our Key Stage 4 students. 
Hopefully we will be able to improve our success at the Tameside Association Cup 
competitions that start  after the Christmas Holidays. 




