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ALDER EXPRESS

Alder Community High School

Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome to our summer newsletter at the end of another very busy and successful year at
Alder. As usual there has been a great deal going on and there is plenty to read about. A list of
activities that have taken place since the last newsletter is included inside. We held our annual
Awards Evening and Sports Awards Evening recently and it makes me so proud to see our
students receiving their well deserved awards. Both events were well attended and enjoyed by
all.

Our newsletter is now published on our school website but you can request a printed copy if you

prefer by telephoning school. Also, previous newsletters can be accessed under the
Opublicationsd section of the website. As |l
after giving many years of service in the Learning Support Centre. We wish her all the best for a
long and happy retirement. Also, Mr Smale and Mr Stewart are moving on to pastures new and

we wish them both well in their future careers.

Finally, | would like to thank parents and carers for your continuing support throughout the year

and wish you and your family a peaceful and restful (if that is possible!) summer break. | hope

all of our students have a safe, happy and memorable summer break and look forward to seeing
them on Monday 5" September at 8.20am.

Best wishes

Ri chard O6Regan
Acting Headteacher

The Governing Body is pleased to announce that Richard O'Regan has been appointed
as the Headteacher of Alder Community High School with effect from 1st September
2011 after having been Acting Headteacher since Easter 2010. The Governors wquid
like to congratulate Richard orhis appointment and believe he has the vision ano
ability to lead the school over the coming years.

Also we would like to take this opportunity téhank the staff for their continued
support and dedication.

Adrian Brooks
Chair of the Governing Body



Here is a list of some of the events that have taken place since the last newsletter:

T World Book Day book swap in school.

T 8 Year 9 studentsouti nt o Manchester for the full d
enterprise day with British Aerospace.
1 4 students (2 Year 8s and 2 Year 9s) went to Manchester University to take part in the
UK Maths Challenge (came 13™ out of 28 schools).
1 Year 7 girls runners-up in the national 5 i a-side football finals
1 Year 10 Aim Higher students visit University Campus Oldham for a video games design
taster session
1 85 year 11 students visit Chateau Beaumont in France
1 Jonathan Reynolds, MP for Stalybridge in school for a question and answer session with
year 10 Citizenship students.
)| Staff attend an INSET by Key103 on Podcasts.
1 8 Year 10 students patrticipate in a Year 10 High School Challenge at Hyde Clarendon
College.
1 Ten Year 10 students are out at Chester Zoo and University to find out about careers in
Animal Management/Animal Behaviour/Animal Welfare/Zoo Management
1 Drama evening at school, music
T Year 7 and 8 students visit the BBC in Manchester to see how they use ICT.
1 32 Year 10 students visit Tameside College for a technology day.
1 8 Yr 9 students visit Manchester University for a taster session.
1 4 Yr 7 students visit Manchester University for a taster session
1 Year 10 practice interviews.
1 Year 9 and 10 students attend a Psychology event at Manchester University as part of
OAi m Higherod
Alder Community High School Parent Forum
Dear Parents and Carers
What is the Parent Forum?
It is an informal group of parents and carers who meet one evening each term.
The Senior Leader for Attendance and an Assistant Head teacher are present, but the group is becoming more
parent led. Although informal we do have a loose agenda and the meeting usually lasts for about 1% hours. We dis-
cuss matters concerning our school, the pupils and policies and procedures.
Examples of what we have discussed in the past are;
New and revised school policies, i.e. uniform, behaviour, drug and alcohol policies.
Staff do listen to our concerns and take on board what we suggest, for example, we were asked for our opinions on
a separate summer uniform, but felt it was not a good idea at that time, so the idea was shelved, and thoughts about
the school website and how easy it is for parents to use, ideas for changes and how useful is it.
We suggested that school reports should be sent out later in the school year, but that we had interim reports, this
has been implemented and appears to be working well.
We can request that a member of the school staff comes to talk to us about a particular issue if we are interested or
concerned.
I f you are interested in finding out more about our

us, the next date is Tuesday 27" September at 6.30pm.

Please note though, that it is not the place if you have a complaint or a particular issue with your child in school, this
should be addressed in the usual way via their tutor or head of year.

Elizabeth Stokes. Parent of children in Year 10 and 7.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT N EWS

english Homework Awards 2

There has been some particularly outstanding homework projects
completed by students in key stage three this year. Students have been

really creative and have worked incredibly hard on their ten week
projects. The English department has enjoyed reading them and we
think that this year 6és projects have

Each teacher has to nominate a student each term from their classes
who they believe has completed an outstanding project!

We are pleased to announce the winners so far:

Victoria Austin, Rehad Rahman, Adam Barlow, Ruth Roberts,
Caitlan Wilson, Frances Forster, Jordan Hallam, Amy Lee, Alisha

Bibi, Matthew Dunbar -Rogers, Maisie Coulson, Charlie Holland,
Callum Deeley, Michael Cullinane, Gethin Watkins, Chris Pownall,

Olivia Bate, Daniel Bertenshaw, Lauren Davenport, Joshua
Williamson, Lydia Walker, Olivia Barrett, Kai Shelmerdine, Ellie
Booth, Alex Cooke and Kelsey Hodge.

These students will receive a certificate and prize for their fantastic
efforts!  Well done!

Ib ee

{ MANY THANKS \

TO
MR KHAN
KIDS STOP n HYDE

Mr Khan from Kids Stop, one of our uniform suppliers, has
kindly donated £175 to purchase some outdoor equipment for

\ the PE Department. j
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YEAR 7 NEWS
PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH 100% ATTENDANCE
The following pupils have achieved 100%
Personality of the month is given to one attendance so far this year. Well done!
pupil out of each form every month as
chosen by their Form Tutor. The award Aaron Ball, Lucy Bell, Teddy Burgess,
is to highlight good attitude to school, Paige Clayton, Travis Coulson, Melissa
friends and staff and to also reward Elltl'zpa\t]an:] ie” Garlar;(d,_ GeoFr)gekHobion,
good behaviour and improvement in the 'e Jo Johnstone, Kaine Parker, Lucy
form Parker, Rhianne Savill, Kyron Stafford,

' Archie Stewart, James Thomas, Mason
| al h ho | feel h Thomas, Daniel Thorley, George
sso choose one persgn \g’ r(]) reel has Underwood, Luke Walker, Keenan
shown maturity, good behaviour or Wardley, Keller White, Hannah Wright and

improvement that month. Benjamin Wood.
NOMINATIONS
MERITS
MARCH The following pupils are the top Merit earners in year 7 this year!!
Well done.
Ellie Jo Johnst 7SS
ATy DERBYSHIRE. Thomas 7MR 346
auren Davenport 7CG
Emma Bardsley 7MD WILLIAMSONM, Joshua TMD 301
Archie Stewart 7SH BRANKIN. Francis TMD 291
Charlotte Brocklehurst 7TMR JOHNSTONE. Ellie Jo 7SS 289
Olivia Georgiou YL BRIDGEHOUSE. Sophie 7SS 277
MAY THOMAS., Mason 7TMD 277
HUSSAIN. Samiyah TMR 277
James Thomas 7SS GARDINER. Ben 7MR 272
Lewls Smith G FITZPATRICK. Melissa 7SS 271
Nathan Hawley 7MD
Amy Winson s OAKES. Lucy 7SS 268
Bradley Marshall 7MR LINDSAY . Amelia TMD 265
Lauren Davenport YL BRADBURY . Callum 7TMD 262
JUNE PARKER. Lucy TMD 262
THOMAS. James ISS 261
Jake Forth 7SS ROBERTS. Ruth 7SH 261
Abby Daniels 7CG -
Georgia Stokes VD COULSON., Travis 7TMR 255
Katie Norman 7SH GARSIDE. Charley TSH 255
Jacqueline Richardson 7TMR STRINGER. Eleanor TMR 251
Mason Thomas YL BOOTH. Jordan TSH 251
Well done Yr7 you have had a brilliant year. There have been a few ups and downs but mainly Behav-
iour and Attainment have been high. Overall 81 students did not receive a single behaviour referral on
IRIS. This is an amazing achievement and just goes to show what excellent behaviour Yr 7 has.
I candét believe you are nearly Yr8!! Oh how t|
back refreshed and excited to begin another great year at Alder. Mrs Crawford xxx
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On Wednesday 25" May a small group of Year 7 and Year 8 students visited the BBC studios in|
Manchester. The purpose of the visit was to look at how the BBC uses ICT, and the visit was all
the more poignant as this was to be the last ever tour of the historic studios before moving out
to Media City in Salford Quays later this year.

The students began the tour with a visit to see where the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra record,
followed by a tour of BBC Radio Manchester studios. We were shown how the news team use
sound editing software to create an interview ready for a news bulletin and the program that
the DJs use to pl #odwihwadMASSIVE memorg). Whilstkthere ewenalso saw
Andy Crane live on air, but sadly there was no sign of Ed the Duck!

Next up the students spent time in the interactive room where they had a chance to use blue
screen filming to record their very own weather forecasts. The process was exactly the same as
we use in ICT at school, albeit with very specialist software. This was followed by a chance to
record a short radio play.

The final part of the tour was a visit to the studios where they record North West tonight. This
was definitely the highlight of the tour and we were privileged to find Gordon Burns himself in
the studio, rehearsing for the evening news! Gordon spent loads of time with the students,
explaining how he does his job with the help of ICT. He even took time out to sign an autograph
for Mr Watts to give to Mr Doyle! Whilst in the TV studio the students had a chance to ask loads
of questions about how a TV programme is made and they even had the opportunity to operate
the TV cameras, as wel |l as sit i n the pres
editing suite. This was like something from mission control at NASA with a range of TV monitors,
mixing desks and workstations.

All in all this was a fantastic school trip where the students had the opportunity to see for
themselves how exciting ICT can be in the real world.







’ INSIDE STORY HEADLIN E

Rounders at Alder 2011

We have quite a successful season in the Key Stage 3 Tameside competitions this year with the
results as follows:

Year 77 3" place overall after narrowly missing out on a place in the final by 1 rounder!
Year 81 2" place overall after a 3 way tie in the final. Final positions were allocated based on
Rounders scored

Year9Trunner 6s up in their group after | osli
We | | done to the students |isted below who
year
YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9
Lucy Parker Victoria Austin Hannah Norris
Ellie Johnstone Yasmin Whyatt Jasmine Mills
Ellie Stringer Eleanor Maden Abbie Wall
Toby O6 Connpel I Charlotte Monte Olivia Barratt
Emma French Layla Whyatt Sarah Titterington
Sophie Bridgehouse Chloe Flanagan Ellie Booth
Melissa Fitzpatrick Niesha Spence Mary Thomas
Amelia Lindsay Frances Forster Maisie Coulson
Lucy Oakes Lucy Murray
Rhianne Sawvill Darcey Clay
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DISNEYLAND PARIS

The science department led another fantastic trip to Disneyland Paris in
June. We took over 70 Year 8 students this year and | think it is fair to say
we all thoroughly felt the magic! Staying in the brand new Disney Kyriad

hot el we enjoyed o6Buffalo Billds Wi ld West
Studios and the fantastic stunt show. The letters have already gone out to
Year 7 for next yearos trip and we |l ook for

Disneyland magic!!
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Literacy Update

Manchester Cityods 6City in the Communityd s
to Year 9 students. All students who have completed the course will receive their certificate at
City of Manchester Stadium on Thursday $July.

Get Bloggingd students in Year 8 and Year 9 have been learning about the process of blogg
Theydve written their own blogs and upl oade
able to read and comment on them.

can read to a O0lived audience.
proved very popular with students, particularly those who prefer nbation.

The Year 7 book box has been a hit and we intend to roll out the scheme to Year 8 next year to
tinue to to encourage reading for pleasure.

Sam Simpson
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Year 7 have been writing and producing story books for younger children and a group will be tgking
their stories on the road to local primary schools during the first week of the summer holidays so they

The O6First Newsd papers have been deliver ec e\

con-




Tameside Safeguarding Children Board ran an ESafety Competition recently. Two of our
students won 1% & 2" prizes in the local heat of the competition and were recognised for their
achievements as part of the Pride of Tameside awards.

The following students were invited "tMaytaredeiee
their awards:

Jack Townsoni for winning 1% prize in the TSCB E Safety Competition in Secondary Schog
Category.
Luke Walker i for winner 2™ prize in the TSCB E Safety Competition in Secondary Schog
Category.

Well done to both students.
Mrs Parker




